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This provision was estimated to save about $6
billion over 5 years and $16 billion over ten—
in addition to about another $50 billion in hos-
pital cuts in other portions of the BBA.

Mr. Speaker, these cuts are too much. The
nation’s teaching hospitals, which do so much
to serve the uninsured and poor, and which
are the cradle of new clinical research and
technical innovation, are hemorrhaging red
ink.

Our bill stops further scheduled cuts in the
IME, freezing the adjustment factor at 6.5 per-
cent rather then letting it fall to 5.5 percent,
and saving teaching hospitals about $8 billion
over ten years that would otherwise be taken
from them.

I hope this legislation will receive early con-
sideration. The situation is, as a hospital ER
would say, STAT.

Mr. Speaker, I would also note that we
should pass other legislation to help our Na-
tion’s hospitals: HR 1103 is a bill I introduced
to ‘carve out’ disproportionate share hospital
payments from the amount we pay HMOs and
give that money directly to the DSH hospitals
when an HMO uses those hospitals. Today,
Medicare HMOs are paid as if they use DSH
hospitals, but they frequently avoid the hos-
pitals that serve the uninsured because they
are more expensive hospitals—thus pocketing
the DSH payment and leaving the DSH hos-
pital with empty beds.

We must also correct a technical error in the
BBA which capped the amount we pay psy-
chiatric and rehabilitation hospitals (so-called
TEFRA hospitals) but failed to adjust the cap
for higher wage costs in urban areas. The re-
sult is severe hardship for such hospitals in
urban areas. At the first opportunity, I will try
to amend the BBA to correct this drafting
error.
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Mr. VENTO. Mr. Speaker, I rise to pay trib-
ute to Dr. Stephen England of St. Paul, Min-
nesota. Dr. England has served this year as a
distinguished White House Fellow.

The White House Fellowship Program was
created in 1965 to employ the talents of out-
standing individuals in various areas of public
service. White House Fellows explore issues
of both global and nationwide significance
while working closely with influential leaders in
government. The nearly 500 alumni of the pro-
gram have gone on to become leaders in all
fields of endeavor, fulfilling the fellowship’s
mission to encourage active citizenship and
service to the nation. This program is ex-
tremely competitive, choosing individuals who
have demonstrated excellence in community
service, leadership, academic and professional
achievement. It is the nation’s most pres-
tigious fellowship for public service and leader-
ship development.

As a White House Fellow for the U.S. De-
partment of Education, Dr. England assists in
the Safe and Drug-Free School program. This
program provides support to governors for a
variety of drug and violence prevention activi-

ties focused primarily on school-age children.
He also oversees the creation and implemen-
tation of Project SERV, a federal program de-
signed to assist states and local education
agencies in managing school crises attrib-
utable to violence. In addition, Dr. England as-
sists in a new federal coordinated grants pro-
gram that distributes community-wide grants
for safer schools and communities.

Dr. England is a pediatric orthopedic sur-
geon at Gillette Children’s Specialty Health
Care and the Shriners’ Hospital in St. Paul,
where he focuses on children with special
health care needs. He is also an assistant pro-
fessor of orthopedic surgery at the University
of Minnesota. Dr. England lectured nationally
and internationally on pediatric and adolescent
health topics. He serves on numerous state
commissions addressing the health issues of
children with disabilities. As part of a medical
mission in Ecuador, Dr. England has made a
lasting impact on many lives by operating on
children with cerebral palsy. He has also dem-
onstrated his commitment to public service by
founding the Children’s Health Enrichment
Program in St. Paul, which teaches African-
American teenagers about health topics and
provides mentoring and academic guidance.
Dr. England received a BA in biology from the
University of Minnesota, an MD from Cornell
University Medical College and an MA in pub-
lic health from Johns Hopkins University.

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to join
me today in commending Dr. Stephen Eng-
land for his distinguished leadership in com-
munity endeavors and for his service as a
White House Fellow. His accomplishments
and civic contributions have earned him rec-
ognition as an outstanding member of the St.
Paul community.
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Mr. BONILLA. Mr. Speaker, May has been
recognized by the Governor of Texas as Mo-
hair Industry Month. More than one million An-
gora goats are raised in Texas and the lion’s
share of them are raised in the 23d Congres-
sional District, that I represent.

The mohair industry in Texas traces its
roots back to 1849 with the arrival of a small
flock of seven does and two bucks. The goats
were originally from Turkey, near the city of
Nakara. Angora goats were highly regarded
and jealously protected from exportation by
Turkey until the 16th century when they were
exported to Spain and France.

Today the United States is the second-lead-
ing mohair producer in the world and more
than 90 percent of that production is in Texas.
In 1998 Texas produced more than 4.654 mil-
lion pounds of mohair. This hair was shipped
to more than 10 countries around the world
and provided a $12 million infusion into the
state’s economy.

Mohair is said to be the fabric of kings. The
rich luster and soft texture of the fiber, in com-
bination with the durability, make it a highly
valued textile. Because of its durability Mohair
is used to decorate many public places such
as symphony halls and theaters.

I encourage all of my colleagues to seek out
and wear clothes made of mohair. Biblical
wise men once wore robes made of this spe-
cial fabric. It has endured over time and fash-
ion trends. I am proud to honor Texas mohair
producers.
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Ms. VELÁZQUEZ. Mr. Speaker, I rise today
in honor of the American Fujian Association of
Commerce and Industry, an organization that
has become an integral part of our diverse
community in New York. It is an organization
that understands the importance of diversity,
and seeks to tap into the vast spectrum of tal-
ent and initiative of the Chinese-American
community. The association has always
worked to strengthen families and businesses
throughout our city.

Started in 1992, the American Fujian Asso-
ciation of Commerce and Industry has been
dedicated to helping Chinese-American busi-
ness owners who immigrated to this country.
The Association’s 1,000 members truly epito-
mize the American Dream. They came to
America from poverty. Once in the land of op-
portunity, they seized their chance and worked
to make their dreams a reality. Through hard
work, discipline, and sacrifice, they have be-
come successful and productive American citi-
zens.

Their efforts have helped build strong fami-
lies and strong communities. The association
takes a dynamic approach to their mission.
Though they focus on business and economic
development, they do a great deal of work in
other key areas. The American Fujian Asso-
ciation understands that economic develop-
ment must be accompanied by many impor-
tant attributes.

For this reason, the American Fujian Asso-
ciation is active in the community in humani-
tarian efforts, immigration support, job training,
and health services for families. By ensuring
that these services are available, the associa-
tion gives back to their communities and
America.

I would urge my colleagues to join me in
congratulating the American Fujian Associa-
tion for Commerce and Industry for their con-
tribution and the efforts they make on behalf
of Chinese-Americans and all Americans in
the New York community.
f
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Mr. GILMAN. Mr. Speaker, today I am
pleased to introduce House Resolution 168,
recognizing the Foreign Service of the United
States on the occasion of its 75th anniversary.
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